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Robert Asselin 
Senior Vice President, Policy 
Business Council of Canada 
 
Robert leads the policy team and the Council’s work on 
economic and fiscal policy. He has written extensively on 
economic growth, innovation and industrial policy. Robert 
brings more than 10 years of experience in providing policy 
advice to government, including in roles as Policy and 
Budget Director to Canada’s Finance Minister and as 
Advisor to Prime Ministers Paul Martin and Justin Trudeau.  

Prior to joining the Council, he spent two years at BlackBerry as Senior Global Director, Public 
Policy. Robert also spent nearly a decade in academia as Associate Director of the Graduate 
School of Public and International Affairs at the University of Ottawa and as Visiting Public Policy 
Scholar at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars in Washington, D.C. He sits on 
the advisory board of the U.S. Information Technology and Innovation Foundation and serves as 
a Fellow at the University of Toronto’s Munk School of Global Affairs and Public Policy and at the 
Public Policy Forum. 
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https://spp.ucalgary.ca/school-public-policy/productivity-summit
https://web-eur.cvent.com/event/d9584646-da91-40d8-8dc5-24916151f9fe/register
https://web-eur.cvent.com/event/d9584646-da91-40d8-8dc5-24916151f9fe/register

