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Michael Wernick’s distinguished 38 year career as one of
the key leaders of Canada’s federal public service
culminated in serving from 2016 to 2019 as the 23rd
Clerk of the Privy Council and Secretary to Cabinet.

With 28 years as an executive in the federal public service, including 17 years in the community
of Deputy Ministers, and three as Clerk, Michael is one of Canada’s most experienced and
influential public sector leaders.

in October 2021 UBC Press released Wernick’s book “Governing Canada: A Guide to the
Tradecraft of Politics” — a practical handbook for politicians and those who want to understand
them.

As the Jarislowsky Chair in Public Sector Management at the University of Ottawa, and Senior
Strategic Advisor at MNP Digital, Michael now provides advisory services and mentorship to
emerging leaders and to new generations of students. His articles, inter-views and podcasts
appear in a number of publications.
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